Sample Letter to Senator Regarding Medicaid Cuts

[Your Letterhead]

[Date]

The Honorable [Senator’s First Name and Last Name]

United States Senate

Washington, DC  20510

Dear Senator [Senator’s last name]:

On behalf of the [your agency/organization], I am writing to you about the budget reconciliation instructions that could mean significant cuts to the Medicaid program.  We are deeply concerned that drastic cuts to Medicaid could unfairly jeopardize the health care of many [include a more specific number if available] vulnerable children, seniors, and people with disabilities in [your community].   We further urge you to make no Medicaid program changes that could cause anyone who relies on Medicaid for his or her health care to lose coverage or lose access to vital services.

As an organization committed to the principles of Catholic social justice teaching, we recognize and affirm the sanctity of human life from conception to natural death and the inherent dignity of every human being.  We consider access to adequate health care to be a basic human right, necessary for the development and maintenance of life in accord with the dignity of human beings.  A just society is one that protects and promotes the fundamental rights of its members – with special attention to meeting the basic needs, including the need for safe and affordable health care, of the poor and underserved.  Catholic and other nongovernmental providers of health and human services to low-income families in [your community], are committed to providing services, including health care, to those who need it most.  We also look to the federal government to continue to play its role in guaranteeing health care for the poor through Medicaid.

No sick person on Medicaid in [your community] should be denied health care because of inability to afford co-pays or premiums.  It is essential to maintain Medicaid’s guarantee of health care for the most vulnerable among us, including low income children, pregnant women, the elderly, and people with disabilities.  We further urge you to reject any proposal that would allow states wide latitude to choose which medical services it will offer to different groups of low-income people.  It is important to maintain a federal standard of core benefits, necessary for the maintenance of good health, to which all Medicaid beneficiaries are entitled.  

[Insert an optional paragraph about how cuts and potential program changes to Medicaid noted above would impact your community and those you serve.  Please be as specific as possible.]

We thank you for your support for this program that is so crucial to the well-being of so many in [your community].  Again, we urge you to oppose harmful cuts and program changes to the Medicaid program, and ask that all proposals for reform be measured by a commitment to ensure health care for the poor and vulnerable.  
Sincerely, 

Sample Letter to Representative in the House Regarding Medicaid Cuts

[Your Letterhead]

[Date]

The Honorable [Representative’s First Name and Last Name]

United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC  20515

Dear Mr./Mrs./Ms. [Representative’s last name]:

On behalf of the [your agency/organization], I am writing to you about the budget reconciliation instructions that could mean significant cuts to the Medicaid program.  We are deeply concerned that drastic cuts to Medicaid could unfairly jeopardize the health care of many [include a more specific number if available] vulnerable children, seniors, and people with disabilities in [your community].   We further urge you to make no Medicaid program changes that could cause anyone who relies on Medicaid for his or her health care to lose coverage or lose access to vital services.

As an organization committed to the principles of Catholic social justice teaching, we recognize and affirm the sanctity of human life from conception to natural death and the inherent dignity of every human being.  We consider access to adequate health care to be a basic human right, necessary for the development and maintenance of life in accord with the dignity of human beings.  A just society is one that protects and promotes the fundamental rights of its members – with special attention to meeting the basic needs, including the need for safe and affordable health care, of the poor and underserved.  Catholic and other nongovernmental providers of health and human services to low-income families in [your community], are committed to providing services, including health care, to those who need it most.  We also look to the federal government to continue to play its role in guaranteeing health care for the poor through Medicaid.

No sick person on Medicaid in [your community] should be denied health care because of inability to afford co-pays or premiums.  It is essential to maintain Medicaid’s guarantee of health care for the most vulnerable among us, including low income children, pregnant women, the elderly, and people with disabilities.  We further urge you to reject any proposal that would allow states wide latitude to choose which medical services it will offer to different groups of low-income people.  It is important to maintain a federal standard of core benefits, necessary for the maintenance of good health, to which all Medicaid beneficiaries are entitled.  

[Insert an optional paragraph about how cuts and potential program changes to Medicaid noted above would impact your community and those you serve.  Please be as specific as possible.]

We thank you for your support for this program that is so crucial to the well-being of so many in [your community].  Again, we urge you to oppose harmful cuts and program changes to the Medicaid program, and ask that all proposals for reform be measured by a commitment to ensure health care for the poor and vulnerable.  
Sincerely, 

