URGENT ACTION ALERT
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Catholic Charities USA
Catholic Health Association of the United States

URGE HOUSE COMMITTEE TO 
PRESERVE HEALTH CARE FOR THE POOR
October 25 2005


The House Energy and Commerce Committee will meet on Thursday, October 27, 2005 to vote on cuts to the Medicaid program.  The Committee, which oversees the Medicaid program, must find savings of at least $14 billion in the programs under its jurisdiction.  Medicaid is expected to be cut by at least $10 billion.  These cuts are required as part of the federal budget process that began earlier this year, which mandated cuts that threaten Medicaid and other programs serving low-income people.   
OUR POSITION
Catholic teaching insists that access to adequate health care is a basic human right, necessary for the development and maintenance of life and for the ability of human beings to realize the fullness of their dignity. The Catholic community has consistently worked for access to affordable health care for all, in a way that reflects a priority concern for the poor.  Please click on the following to link (Joint Medicaid Letter) which will direct you to a July 27 letter from Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio, chairman of the USCCB Domestic Policy Committee, Fr. Larry Snyder, president of Catholic Charities USA, and Michael Rodgers, interim president and CEO of the Catholic Health Association, urging the Committee to make no changes to Medicaid that could cause anyone on Medicaid to lose coverage or access to health care services
ACTION REQUESTED
Calls and faxes to members of the Energy and Commerce Committee are needed immediately.  (A list of Committee members is attached.)  If your Representative is not on the list, urge him or her to weigh in with House Energy and Commerce colleagues.  
Please ask your Representative to:

· Oppose cuts in Medicaid funding which could have a negative impact on the poor and vulnerable 

· Oppose changes to Medicaid co-payment or premium requirements which could result in people who rely on Medicaid losing access to or being denied needed health care because of inability to pay. 
· Maintain a federal standard of core benefits, necessary for the maintenance of good health, to which all Medicaid beneficiaries are entitled.  
To find phone and fax numbers for your Representative please visit http://www.house.gov/
BACKGROUND
Medicaid serves as our nation’s health care safety net, providing health care coverage for over 52 million people, including children, pregnant women and other adults in low-income families, the elderly and the disabled – many of the sickest and the poorest in our nation. Two-thirds of all people on Medicaid are in low-wage working families – and almost one in four children relies on Medicaid.  Without Medicaid the vast majority of these families and individuals would be uninsured: they cannot afford to buy private insurance; low-income workers usually either are not offered or cannot afford insurance through their employers; and many policies exclude people with disabilities and chronic illnesses. In the absence of these programs, most of those covered by Medicaid would be added to the 45 million Americans who currently have no source of health insurance at all. 
For more information, contact Kathy Curran, kcurran@usccb.org, Sharon Daly,

sdaly@catholiccharitiesusa.org, or Lisa Smith, lsmith@chausa.org.
