RECESS ACTION ALERT

Call on Congress to Protect Food Stamp Funding from Budget Cuts
August 1, 2005

BACKGROUND:  The House and Senate Agriculture Committees must find savings of $3 billion in programs under their jurisdiction, which include the food stamp program, agricultural conservation programs, and farm support and subsidy programs.  Some groups are urging Congress to take most of the cuts from food stamps.

The food stamp program helps working families make it through the month with enough food; can mean the difference between success and failure for single mothers struggling to make the transition from welfare to work; and provides children, the elderly and those with disabilities with the nutrition they need to maintain good health.  Recent government reviews of the program indicate it is run very efficiently -- there is very little fat in the program.   Any cuts in foods stamp funding will likely result in taking food away from people who need it who are being helped now – and leave no resources to reach out to those who are eligible but are not getting food stamp assistance. 

Agriculture conservation programs are important measures to make sure we use God’s creation as good stewards, and US farm subsidy programs can have powerful impacts on small and medium farmers and their families, both hear and abroad.  For more information on food stamp, conservation and farm support programs, see the attached paper.

ACTION REQUESTED:  Senators and Representatives will be in their home states for the Congressional recess, August 1- September 6.  Call or visit them or attend a Congressional town hall or listening session, and let them know:

· The Food Stamp program is key to making sure over 23 million people – low-income families, children, the elderly and people with disabilities – avoid hunger.

· Ask them to oppose budget cuts in the Food Stamp program, which would result in lowering or cutting assistance to people who receive, and rely on, food stamps.

· Urge them also to preserve conservation programs, and to consider instead sound policy improvements in the farm support programs that could significant savings.

Calls to members of the Agriculture Committees are especially important (see attached roster).  If your Senator or Representative is not on the Committee, ask them to weigh in with their Agriculture Committee colleagues.  Find your Senators’ local phone numbers in the blue pages of your phone directory, or call their Washington offices through the Capitol Switchboard, 202-224-3121.  Go to http://www.frac.org/State_Of_States/2005/Report.pdf  for information on food stamp use in your state.
USCCB POSITION:  In For I Was Hungry and You Gave Me Food [2003], the bishops reiterated that a primary goal of food and agricultural policy should be providing basic food and nutrition for all.  In Food Policy in a Hungry World [1989] the bishops called for strengthening the domestic food assistance programs to ensure that no one in America goes hungry or suffers malnutrition.  "When the economy fails to provide the jobs and income necessary to prevent hunger and malnutrition, the various local, state, and national food assistance programs must be funded and expanded to provide food to all in need."   The US Bishops have also made protecting God’s creation a goal of agricultural polices, and call for farm subsidy policy that supports small and medium sized family farms here and abroad.

For more information, contact Kathy Curran, 202-541-3188, kcurran@usccb.org
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