October 26, 2005 


Re: Urgent Appeal for the Victims of Hurricanes 
  
Dear  Sister and Brother Vincentians: 
  
First, thank you for your generous response in helping the victims of Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma. Vincentians from many of our councils throughout the nation have responded. We are feeding, clothing, and sheltering the hurricane evacuees, and providing them with prescriptions, medical care, and furniture. The response from our Vincentians has been heroic: working 12 hours a day, six days a week, to serve the homeless.
We have received donations of $826,000 and distributed $400,000 to the councils serving the evacuees.   It is now apparent that in the next two weeks we could deplete this fund. For example, the Council of Dallas is spending $170,000 weekly to provide basic furniture for 200 families per week who are leaving shelters and moving into apartments. Houston has helped more than 32,000 evacuees. Baton Rouge has served more than 43,000 meals and provided more than 150,000 articles of clothing to those made homeless by the hurricanes. We are at the point where we may not be able to provide furniture funding for Dallas evacuees and, at the same time, continue supporting other recovery efforts in Baton Rouge, Houston and other councils that have a large evacuee population and are providing a broader array of services and struggling with funding.
The Council of New Orleans is in the process of rebuilding. The members of the Board of Directors had to evacuate New Orleans, but are working on a business plan to reestablish the council. Three of the seven District Councils are up and running. We have not begun to address the New Orleans Council needs and the required funding to establish their infrastructure. This is also true in Biloxi, where only one of five conferences has been contacted in the hardest hit part of the city.
  
Therefore, we ask you: If you have not yet contributed to the relief effort, please do so now. If you have contributed already, we thank you and urge you to please consider doing so again. Please encourage your family members to follow your example and make contributions of their own. Invite your children and grandchildren to join our Vincentian family, to help us grow and expand our service to the poor. We are reaching out for funding from other organizations and applying for reimbursement from FEMA. In order to serve the needs of the evacuees, all sources will be needed. This is a great challenge for the Society. It has brought us together as one family like never before. With your help, this will be our finest hour.

Yours in Vincent and Frederic, 

