Talking Points to get your House Republican to sign-on to the President’s Budget Letter

· Call your House Republican’s office and ask to speak with the person who deals with HHS appropriations unless you know a higher level staff person.

· “Representatives Simmons from Connecticut and Capitol from West Virginia, both Republicans, are circulating a letter asking the Administration to add $70 million to its FY 2005 budget for supportive services in permanent supportive housing.”

· Explain why permanent supportive housing is important to your community, efforts to build permanent supportive housing, and your success in making progress towards the President’s goal of ending chronic homelessness in ten years.  

· “The Administration and Congress have set the goal of ending chronic homelessness in ten years, and additional funding from HHS for supportive services in permanent supportive housing is in line with making progress towards this goal.”

· To sign on to the letter or for more information, tell the staff that s/he can call Leigh Hightower in Representative Simmons’s office at 202-225-2076 (Aaron Sporck in Capitol’s office is also working on this but he will be out the next two weeks.)

Other important things to add:

· ELHSI advocates recently met with Josh Bolten, the head of the Office of Management and Budget, regarding the Administration’s support of ELHSI.  The goal of ending chronic homelessness in ten years is still a Presidential priority and this meeting was very positive.

· Representative Simmons was a veteran himself and is supportive of ELHSI because it pertains to veterans (other Members may be swayed by this argument as well).  

You are probably going to have to call the office several times to get an answer.  Please be persistent!  

Please call and do follow up to get an answer in time for the next ELHSI conference call on Tuesday, December 2nd.

Let Phyllis Gilberti or Buck Bagot know that you have made the call, got a “yes” or “no” on the letter and/or need help.

