Dear Representative ___;


I am writing to thank you for your support and to ask that you please sign on to a letter regarding funding in the President’s budget for chronic homelessness. Representatives Simmons (R-CT) and Capito (R-WV) are circulating the letter, which requests that the Administration include $70 million in HHS’s budget for services to people who experience chronic homelessness. This funding is needed to achieve the Administration’s goal of ending chronic homelessness by 2011. 


Chronic homelessness is a dreadful but solvable problem. It affects approximately 250,000 people nationwide who have disabilities and live on the streets and in homeless shelters for years at a time. Research has shown that chronic homelessness is very costly to emergency rooms, psychiatric hospitals, VA hospitals and criminal justice systems. In New York City for example, allowing people with serious mental illness to remain homeless costs over $40,000 per year per person. [Use any local statistics you have available.]


Fortunately, there is a proven solution. The President’s New Freedom Commission and the bipartisan Millennial Housing Commission found that permanent supportive housing effectively ends chronic homelessness and achieves substantial cost savings to emergency care facilities. They stated that ending chronic homelessness would require developing 150,000 units of permanent supportive housing. 


[State what you are doing in your city; i.e. plans to end chronic homelessness, supportive housing projects, etc. State how important services funding is for these efforts. Identify partners who support ending chronic homelessness in the community like law enforcement groups, churches, state or local governments, advocates, etc.]


To achieve this important goal, the Administration is developing the Samaritan Initiative, a multi-agency effort to fund permanent supportive housing. For the initiative to help our community, it needs a substantial contribution from HHS. 


If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. To sign on to the letter, please contact Leigh Hightower in Representative Simmons’ office at 52076. Thank you again for your support.

