SAMPLE LETTERS TO OUR SENATORS

Date

The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
United States Senate, 112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Boxer,

As a resident of San Mateo County and a member of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, I am very concerned about the possibility that funding for food and nutrition programs, including the Food Stamp Program, may be effectively cut by means of imposing a spending cap. In May 2005, food stamp recipients totaled more than 1.5 million more individuals than in May 2004.   In spite of the increasing need, the Administration Budget for FY06 called for spending caps on all discretionary programs.  The House Agriculture Committee proposed cuts of $5.2 billion over five years.  The Senate budget plan requires the Agriculture Committee to make $2.8 billion in cuts over five years. Both committees resist cutting farm programs, leaving cuts to come from food and nutrition programs, and land conservation.

As a Vincentian volunteer, I visit families in our community who are surviving on very limited incomes.  The existing amount of food stamps allocated to these families is not sufficient.  By the middle of each month calls begin coming in to our office from families who have no food and no income remaining after paying rent, utilities and transportation costs. We deliver food to many families who call for our assistance each month.  How are the children in these families to stay healthy?  How can they be expected to learn in school if they have inadequate diets?  How can the adults be responsible parents for these children when they lack the basic necessities of life? How can the frail elderly person who depends on food stamps avoid being a greater drain on the system if he or she becomes ill due to an inadequate diet?

It would be irresponsible to deprive vulnerable people, who have so little, of the funds they need to live decently in order to improve the lives of those who already have so much. It is a mistake to deny access to a healthy diet for any person in this country, especially in a time when we are told that the economy is healthy. We can find a way to pay for food for every American.

Thank you, Senator Boxer, for your time and for support on many issues in the past. I look forward to hearing your position on this matter. I challenge you to support adequate funding of food and nutrition programs to meet the needs of increased numbers of people becoming eligible to take part in them.

Sincerely,

Name

Address

Phone number

Date

The Honorable Diane Feinstein 
United States Senate, 331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein,

As a resident of San Mateo County and a member of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, I am very concerned about the possibility that funding for food and nutrition programs, including the Food Stamp Program, may be effectively cut by means of imposing a spending cap. In May 2005, food stamp recipients totaled more than 1.5 million more individuals than in May 2004.   In spite of the increasing need, the Administration Budget for FY06 called for spending caps on all discretionary programs.  The House Agriculture Committee proposed cuts of $5.2 billion over five years.  The Senate budget plan requires the Agriculture Committee to make $2.8 billion in cuts over five years. Both committees resist cutting farm programs, leaving cuts to come from food and nutrition programs, and land conservation.

As a Vincentian volunteer, I visit families in our community who are surviving on very limited incomes.  The existing amount of food stamps allocated to these families is not sufficient.  By the middle of each month calls begin coming in to our office from families who have no food and no income remaining after paying rent, utilities and transportation costs. We deliver food to many families who call for our assistance each month.  How are the children in these families to stay healthy?  How can they be expected to learn in school if they have inadequate diets?  How can the adults be responsible parents for these children when they lack the basic necessities of life? How can the frail elderly person who depends on food stamps avoid being a greater drain on the system if he or she becomes ill due to an inadequate diet?

It would be irresponsible to deprive vulnerable people, who have so little, of the funds they need to live decently in order to improve the lives of those who already have so much. It is a mistake to deny access to a healthy diet for any person in this country, especially in a time when we are told that the economy is healthy. We can find a way to pay for food for every American.

Thank you, Senator Feinstein, for your time and for support on many issues in the past. I look forward to hearing your position on this matter. I challenge you to support adequate funding of food and nutrition programs to meet the needs of increased numbers of people becoming eligible to take part in them.

Sincerely,

Name

Address

Phone number

Instructions for sending letters:

Letters addressed to both Senators Boxer and Feinstein can be mailed to the Washington address, or to the local office.  During August, Congress is not in session and most of our senators and representatives are in their districts – so it may be better to send the letters to the local office.  Address, fax and email information follows:


Diane Feinstein, 331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510                     Fax# 202-228-3954 or

Local address:  One Post Street, Suite 2450, San Francisco, CA 94104                                                                    

Fax # 415-393-0710   email address: senator@feinstein.senate.gov

Barbara Boxer, 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510  

Fax # 202-228-1338 or


Local address:  1700 Montgomery, Suite 240, San Francisco, CA 94111

Fax # 415-956-6701 Email address: senator@boxer.senate.gov
Representative Tom Lantos is not included in this request as the agriculture funding bill has already been passed in the House of Representatives.

The information that follows is for your use – you may edit the letter to include your own stories.  However, it is best to keep it to one page and one subject.

From NETWORK – a Catholic lobby group – you can access their website at http://www.networklobby.org/
NETWORK supports adequate funding of food and nutrition programs to meet the needs of increased numbers of people becoming eligible to take part in them. 

Current Status

Food programs are in jeopardy, as both the House and Senate are challenged to bring down spending. 
• The Administration Budget for FY06 called for spending caps on all discretionary programs. 
• The House Agriculture Committee proposed cuts of $5.2 billion over five years. 
• The Senate budget plan requires the Agriculture Committee to make $2.8 billion in cuts over five years. 
Both committees resist cutting farm programs, leaving cuts to come from food and nutrition programs, and land conservation. 

The Administration seeks to limit accessibility to Food Stamps for working families with children who are not receiving cash payments from Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF). Many of these are families just moving into the work force, and are in need of this assistance as they gain stability. The President’s proposed cap to discretionary program spending would affect Women, Infants and Children (WIC), Meals on Wheels and other programs for the most vulnerable people. Among the programs slated by the Administration to be eliminated is the Community Food and Nutrition Program, which supplements nutritious foods for needy families. 

The Farm Bill of 2002 (Title IV) reauthorized the Food Stamp Program and supported other nutrition programs. Gains made through this Farm Bill could be eliminated as House and Senate determine areas in which to make cuts. One way to protect nutrition programs is to say “NO” to reopening the 2002 Farm Bill. Chairmen of both House and Senate Agriculture Committees have indicated their intention to keep the bill intact. However, the House, through their TANF bill (H.R. 240) would allow new state waiver programs which could undermine the effectiveness of the Food Stamp Program. Additionally, House Republicans reportedly will seek cuts to food stamps significantly deeper than the $600 million proposed by the Administration. (www.cbpp.org/3-30-05bud.pdf). 

Major Programs Facing Significant Cuts 

· Food Stamp Program
In 2004 23.9 million low-income individual participated in the Food Stamp Program. The U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates that the Administration-proposed cuts would cause 300,000 people to lose food stamps. Most would be low-income working families with children. 

· The Special Supplemental Food Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) In 2004 there were 7,904,336 participants in the WIC program. This was an increase of 712,000 over fiscal year 2000. Program “caps” proposed by the Administration would leave WIC vulnerable to cuts in years following FY06. 

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, nearly half of all newborns in the U.S. are WIC beneficiaries. A study by Food Research and Action (FRAC) indicates that:

· Every dollar spent on WIC results in savings of between $1.77 and $3.13 in Medicaid costs for newborns and their mothers, 

· Participation in WIC increases the number of women receiving prenatal care, reduces the incidence of low birth weight and fetal mortality, reduces anemia, and enhances the nutritional quality of the diet of participants. 

WIC is one of the most cost-effective food programs, supporting growing children and training mothers to offer nutritious foods. Families rise from hunger and poor nutrition to healthy sustenance on WIC.

Other food and nutrition programs which would be affected by the Administration-proposed program funding caps include:

• National School Lunch Program
• School Breakfast Program
• Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)
• Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP)
• Community Food and Nutrition Program (CFNP)

When the economy fails to provide the jobs and income necessary to prevent hunger and malnutrition, the various local, state, and national food assistance programs must be funded and expended to provide food to all in need." - Food Policy in a Hungry World, USCBB, 1989 

A UCLA study that can be accessed at the following link indicates that more than 2.9 million Californians are now food insecure – one in three low income persons – an increase in just 2 years.  http://www.healthpolicy.ucla.edu/pubs/files/Food Insecure PB 060105.pdf
