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Legislative Agenda 2005  


The San Mateo VOP Committee meets monthly.  Following is a recap of activities.  San Mateo VOP’s legislative agenda which was approved by the San Mateo District Council is attached.
Restorative Justice
Currently there are over 172,000 persons incarcerated in California’s prison system. 
· The San Mateo District Council officially approved the addition of restorative justice as a focus of VOP in addition to housing, health care and child care at their June 2006 meeting.  San Mateo’s VOP prepared a group discussion study guide on the topic of restorative justice titled, “Changing Attitudes on Criminal Rehabilitation,” which is scheduled for printing shortly by the Archdiocese of San Francisco’s Office of Public Policy.  The workbook is targeted for use by small groups.  It complements the US Bishops Statement, “Responsibility, Rehabilitation and Restoration,” December 2000 and “Restorative Justice,” a documentary film produced by the Archdiocese of San Francisco’s Office of Public Policy, November 2004.  The workbook contains facilitator’s notes, explanation of the term restorative justice, opening prayer, discussion questions, and suggestions for action.

· In June San Mateo’s Executive Director Lorraine Moriarty scheduled a visit to San Quentin prison for attendees at the Western Region meeting.  This provided a glimpse of life on the inside for Vincentians who have never visited prison.  
· Early in 2006, the VOP committee reviewed 41 bills under consideration by the California State Legislature to see which would come under the areas for which the VOP is responsible.  Bill AB2266, Death Penalty Moratorium was of interest since San Mateo has an active restorative justice group with members visiting the incarcerated regularly and a full time jail chaplain on staff.  (Note:  During the election, San Mateo County voted in favor of this moratorium.)  
· VOP member Barbara Keefer presented Assemblyman Gene Mullin with a copy of USCCB statement on death penalty in meeting in March 2006.  
Health Care Collaboration

Approximately 87,000 people do not have access to Health Care in San Mateo County.  
· Vincentians Barbara Keefer and Tom Quinn serve as SVdP's representatives on Peninsula Interfaith Action (PIA), which is comprised of 31 Interfaith Congregations involved in local advocacy.  They have been active in PIA’s Healthcare Access Alliance. The focus is on correcting the situation of lack of accessibility with a view toward universal health care. Teams met with the County Board of Supervisors on a number of occasions to get their support. They have met on an ongoing basis with the County's Hospital Boards or CEO's (Mills Hospital, Sequoia, etc.) to determine whether the funds they receive, which are tax free and earmarked to be used to assist with this type problem, were being used in this way.  As near as the Alliance can tell, they are not, so the group will continue to pressure them to do more.

· At least five SVdP Conferences were represented at a meeting called Health Care Action on May 16.  Four SVdP representatives were involved with planning and 63 SVdP members participated (13% of total participants), which drew 500 people including San Mateo Board of Supervisors President, Jerry Hill, who publicly committed to take action at the conclusion of the program.  He was asked to establish a County Health Care Access Blue Ribbon Committee.  This “Indigent Health Commission” was agreed to by the Board of Supervisors and $200,000.00 was approved to support the Committee.  Reactions from Vincentians who attended the Health Care Action meeting in May included the comment that we should “improve what already exists rather than put new systems into place...improve access/availability of public clinics...people on the coast side have no access.”  PIA will have representatives on the Commission.  VOP’s Barbara Keefer will be an ongoing representative. Tom Quinn will serve in a second position for PIA on the Commission or as a back up.  
· Barbara Keefer also reported meeting with the state Director of Health Services in Sacramento as part of the PIA alliance regarding funding for the Health Plan of San Mateo, and funding for the current year is approved, however the contract runs out Sept. 30, 2006.
Housing
Housing demographics for San Mateo County are provided on page three of this report.
· San Mateo County’s ten year plan continues to make progress.  Called HOPE, the 10 year program to end homelessness in San Mateo County was presented and approved by the Board of Supervisors on March 28. Lorraine Moriarty, Ann Cole and Deborah Payne served as SVDP representatives in the planning process.  
· Lorraine Moriarty has also been working with the City of San Mateo’s Housing Outreach Team (HOT) program to solve the homeless problem on an individual basis and with the City of South San Francisco to address their concerns about homelessness.  In a South San Francisco city meeting, Vincentians from four northern Conferences in or adjacent to the city attended to show their support for the services provided to the needy by the Society’s South San Francisco location.  South San Francisco city officials continue to question the operation of Café St. Vincent.  Neighboring merchants appear to have no difficulty with the presence of the Café in the area.  The city still has the intent to move the food services of the Society.
· Housing Collaboration:  Tom Quinn is a member of PIA's Housing group which has been encouraging HEART (Affordable Housing) Program to be more active. According to Tom, $80,000,000.00 has been leveraged for housing in three towns within San Mateo County, including a large, San Bruno Housing project.  Construction is scheduled to begin soon.  
· VOP members investigated the injustice of trailer park space rental agreements.  The poor who rent these spaces do not realize that they are agreeing to pay escalating rents and fees that are designated by the landlord.  
*  San Mateo County Housing Demographics

Population: 707,161   Households: 254,103  (2000 US Census Figures)

Number of Households at Risk of Homelessness:  30,000       Affordable Housing Units Needed: 3,000 to 6,000 **

· Number of households on Section 8 waiting list in San Mateo County (6/2005): •9,095 Households  •Average Section 8 turnover per year: 300  •Average waiting time to receive Section 8: 1-5 yr.

· Average apartment rent:  • $1,432 (2 bdrm/1bath)  • $1,352 (1 bdrm/1bath)

· Single family home sales (quarter 06/05): •Median sales price: $901,000   •Average sales price: $1,153,454

· Condos/townhouse sales (quarter 06/05): •Median sales price: $560,000  •Average sales price: $601,695

Source: County of San Mateo, Department of Housing

· 2005 San Mateo County median family income:  •1 person: $66,500  •2 persons: $76,000  •3 persons: $85,500     •4 persons: $95,000

Source: US Dept. of Housing and Urban Development

Who is Homeless In San Mateo County?

· About 4,025 people annually:  •2,450 (61%) single adults  •1,575 (39%) people in families

· About 2,940 households annually: •2,450 (83%) are single adults  •490 (17%) are families of 2 or more

· About 1,160 (29%) of people are chronically homeless (i.e., someone who has been homeless continuously for one year or 4 times in a 3 year period.) Most are single adults.

· About 1,485 (37%) annually have mental health issues and about 1,629 (40%) annually have substance abuse issues.  (There is limited information on the number who are dually diagnosed (with mental illness and substance abuse)

· Those at risk of becoming homeless is estimated at 30,000 households or 12% of total households in San Mateo County. 19% of all San Mateo County residents are estimated to be at risk of homelessness.

Source: Housing our People Effectively (HOPE), Ending Homelessness in San Mateo County, Leadership Committee Presentation, 7/19/05.

HOMELESS COUNT IN SAN MATEO COUNTY

Current Estimate of Homeless Individuals in San Mateo County: 4,025

2005 Emergency Bed Count:  

Singles: Emergency Shelter Beds: 217  Transitional Housing Beds: 392

Families: Emergency Shelter Beds: 118 Transitional Housing Beds: 497

————————————

**“There is no generally accepted method of estimating the number of at-risk households who need affordable housing to prevent an episode of homelessness. However, if we assume conservatively that 10% to 20% of those at-risk need an affordable unit, that would mean that 3,000 to 6,000 households need affordable housing to avoid becoming homeless.”  Source: San Mateo Board of Supervisors Committee. Fact Sheets: Demographic Data & System Capacity. Housing Our People Effectively (HOPE) Ending Homelessness in San Mateo County.
Other VOP Activities 

· In July 2006 VOP SF Archdiocesan Council Chair, Gene Smith called a meeting for VOP with representatives from San Francisco, Marin and San Mateo Counties in attendance.  

· Sacramento:  Members of San Mateo SVDP participated in Catholic Lobby Day in Sacramento on April 25, 2006.
· Annual report compilation of San Mateo’s SVDP activities for the last five years.

· Ann Cole and Lorraine Moriarty attended the SF Archdiocese, public policy breakfast for human trafficking, May 17.

· VOP motion on advocacy procedure for taking action was approved at the June 2006 District Council meeting.
· Washington, DC:  Meeting with Rep. Lantos’ Legislative Director Ron Grimes at the Social Ministry Meeting in February 2006 with emphasis on eliminating onerous provisions of pending immigration legislation.

· The group has discussed developing educational material on issues that could be integrated into the next Ozanam School training.
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HEALTH CARE

Level A

Leadership role in Washington, Sacramento or San Mateo County.  Pressing and proactive

· Support Comprehensive health care access

· Be a “Voice for the Poor” in the budget process

· Represent Catholic social doctrine in Sacramento on Catholic Lobby Day

Level B

Research issues which impact the poor

· Investigate such issues as the number of  bankruptcies in San Mateo County caused  by medical expenses

· Research the number of children in San Mateo County without medical access

Level C

Actively informing public officials with letters, visits, etc.

· Keeping public officials informed on health care issues and needs

· Use St. Vincent de Paul records to support research

· Develop stories from the conferences to put a face on poverty in San Mateo County 
CHILD CARE

Level A:

Leadership role in Washington, Sacramento or San Mateo County:  Proactive, involving research and active lobbying

· Support national, state, and local issues that impact the welfare of Children: TANF reauthorization, Budget priorities, food stamps, healthcare legislation, minimum wage increase, funding for childcare.

· Support those issues that relate to child welfare during Catholic Lobby Day.

Level B:

Proactive:  involving research and active lobbying.
· Document services available in San Mateo County through 4 C’s

· Provide education to the SVdP conferences regarding available services and obtain stories from them regarding needs members have observed.

· Monitor activity of the San Mateo County Homeless Task Force in order to provide information to that group of the effect that life in families at risk of homelessness has on children. 

Level C:

Monitoring and reactive:  letters and alerts.

· Respond to legislative alerts from the USCCB and the CCCB through letters, phone calls, faxes to legislators regarding issues that relate to the welfare of children.

· Develop documentation, using SVdP statistics, to explain these needs.  

· Develop a series of stories relating to the unmet needs of children in our county using input from conferences.

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

Level A:

Leadership role in Washington, Sacramento or San Mateo County, pressing and proactive, and involving research, testimony and active lobbying.

· Develop a study guide to support the Catholic Archdiocese of San Francisco’s video “Restorative Justice*” based on the November 2000 pastoral statement of the Catholic Bishops of the United States “Responsibility, Rehabilitation, and Restoration” for general use. 
· Support during California Catholic Lobby Day in Sacramento those issues that the California Catholic Bishops see as important criminal justice matters.
Level B:

Proactive, involving research and active lobbying.

· Assist with the distribution of the Restorative Justice* materials to legislators, parishioners and interested community based organizations for education purposes. 
· Research, support or help develop restorative justice models either within SVdP (e.g. for Catherine
s Center residents) or within the community (e.g. hosting similar programs similar to that offered by SVdP of Orange County’s offender reconciliation program). 
· Develop support systems through the conferences for victims and the families of victims of crime. 
· Affirm legislators, such as Senator Jackie Speier, for investigating abuses in the California Department of Corrections.   Support such legislators with stories, statistics and service details from SVdP’s “Hope in Action” Restorative Justice Ministry. 
· Continue to grow the number of volunteers active in our jail ministry and advocate for fair, timely and equitable badging and access processes for all faith based groups serving the incarcerated.
Level C:

Monitoring and reactive;  involving research and letters and alerts.

· Support efforts to abolish the death penalty and take a leadership role in offering vigil services for those being executed.
HOUSING

Level A:

Leadership role in Washington, Sacramento or San Mateo County:  Proactive, involving research and active lobbying

· Encourage proposals to preserve and increase the development of quality housing for low-income families, the elderly and other vulnerable populations in San Mateo County.  Communicate to local, state and national decision makers by providing stories, statistics and service related to housing needs.  Investigate opportunities to participate and partnership with residents, nonprofit community groups and churches to build and preserve affordable housing.
-
Support increasing the number of rent subsidy programs especially for extremely low-income households in San Mateo County.   For example, support full funding of Section 8 vouchers and support for adequate funding to provide decent housing for low-income people.  Develop a means for conferences to communicate needs and to indicate their support for the need for Section 8 vouchers in San Mateo County.  Set up meeting in local offices with Senators/Congress representatives to express concerns.
· Support issues that relate to housing for the poor during Catholic Lobby Day, at Catholic Social Gatherings and other relevant venues where the voice of the poor can be heard.

Level B:

Proactive:  involving research and active lobbying.
· Document the situation of the poor as it relates to housing, services available, and other needs in San Mateo County.  

· Provide education to SVdP conferences regarding the housing situation.  Develop a series of stories relating to the unmet needs of the poor in our county as it related to housing based on input from conferences.

· Monitor activity and participate in the San Mateo County Homeless Task Force as a voice of the poor.  Communicate needs of the poor based on SVDP homevisits, service to the homeless provided through San Mateo County’s homeless help desks, and housing needs of the recently released assisted through Hope in Action. 

Level C:

Monitoring and reactive:  letters and alerts.

· Respond to legislative alerts from the USCCB and the CCCB through letters, phone calls, faxes to legislators regarding issues that relate to subsidized housing, low income housing, and the homeless.

· Develop documentation, using SVdP statistics, to explain these needs.  
I think that in the face of power the sacred principle of liberty is also necessary.  I think that one must utter with a severe and courageous voice to the power that exploits instead of sacrificing itself.  Words are made to be the banner that is used to resist force; they are the grains of sand on which waves of the sea are broken.


Frederic Ozanam, July 21, 1834
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