Welcome to Voice of the Poor and Thank You!

Voice of the Poor is the advocacy committee of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  Voice of the Poor is a Phoenix Diocesan Council Committee and is one of over 80 such committees across the United States.  There is also a national committee composed of representatives from the various regions appointed by the national president.

· All e-mail communications are sent Blind Copy.  Your address will remain confidential and will NOT be shared with any other group.  E-mails will come from Howishome@aol.com or VOP@svdp-phx-az.org.

· Local (AZ)VOP information: www.stvincentdepaul.net . Click on VOP for meeting minutes and basic information about the diocesan council Voice of the Poor.

· The official spokesperson for the Phoenix Diocesan Council is our president, currently Steve Jenkins.  

· Legislation supported or opposed by the Phoenix VOP is ALWAYS approved by the Phoenix Diocesan Council.

· The official spokesperson for the national Society of St. Vincent de Paul is national  president,  currently Joe Flannigan.

· National VOP information, including the VOP Legislative Agenda for 2007-2008 approved by the SVdP National Board of Directors is at www.voiceofthepoor.org
Voice of the Poor, Phoenix Diocesan Council Committee meets monthly.  Meetings are open. The next meeting will be on Wednesday, May 21 at 3:30 in Vincentian Support.  Agendas and notes are sent out a week in advance by e-mail.  

What you will be receiving from VOP:

· Weekly Legislative Briefing from VOP member, Tom Finnerty (when AZ legislature is in session).

· Monthly VOP E-Newsletter from VOP Chair, Lucy Howell.

· Information items regarding legislation impacting those we serve.

· Action Alerts  - regarding AZ pending legislation or national legislation 

· You are NOT expected to act on every alert! Just do what you can, when you can!)

Legislators tell us that as few as 5 communications from constituents can make difference in how they vote! 

