Establishing a framework for the San Mateo District Council Society of St. Vincent de Paul Voice of the Poor Committee

The Voice of the Poor is a nonpartisan committee of the San Mateo District Council.  The role of Voice of the Poor includes:  
(1) Presenting educational opportunities to our membership related to serving the poor, and 
(2) Advocating for policies promoting basic needs for the poor with approval of the Board of Directors.  
Voice of the Poor is prohibited from participating in partisan political campaigns including endorsing or opposing political parties or candidates.  Vincentians are encouraged to attend VOP monthly meetings and to bring issues consistent with the Vincentian Family’s mission and values to the attention of the committee.

Therefore Be It Resolved:

1. Believing in the dignity of every person, Voice of the Poor supports Catholic social teaching looking at issues that cause or contribute to poverty, suffering and exclusion.  Under the direction of the District Council, we will advocate for justice on behalf of those in need while educating St. Vincent de Paul members about economic and social issues impacting the poor.  We will also encourage members to involve in advocacy those most affected by the issue.  

2. Once the District Council has approved an advocacy position, VOP will follow the issue and support it through communications to local government or legislature as well as to our membership.  The process can be lengthy.  VOP will keep the District Council posted on progress of issues approved for advocacy.

3. VOP will communicate regularly to our membership through monthly minutes and email.  VOP will state whether issues are supported by the San Mateo District Council, or the Council of the United States, or simply presented for information (individual voluntary action).  We will state whether issues are supported by the US Conference of Catholic Bishops, the California Catholic Conference of Bishops, and/or Catholic Charities USA, who are doing research and with whom we can join in education and advocacy. 

4. Issues must fall under one of the identified areas approved by the District Council (a). VOP will limit the number of new issues brought to the Council to five or less each year.  An exception to this limit may be subject to recommendation by the Board of Directors.
(a) Issues Approved by the District Council:

· Housing

· Health Care

· Child Care

· Restorative Justice
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