November 10, 2003

Senator Susan Collins

172 Russell Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, DC  20510

Dear Senator Collins,

As the National President of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul representing 107,000 members throughout the United States, I am writing to thank you for cosponsoring the “Sense of the Senate” resolution, which you, Olympia Snowe (R-ME) and Paul Sarbanes (D-MD) plan to introduce on the Senate Floor. This resolution would reaffirm the Senate’s commitment to full funding for the voucher program by requiring HUD to use unspent funds from past years to fully fund the voucher program.

We are well aware that the lack of affordable housing and the limited scale of housing assistance are primary causes of homelessness. We also know that housing assistance can make the difference between stable housing, precarious housing or no housing at all.

On a daily basis, members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul provide direct service for our fellow citizens facing the prospect of homelessness or actually experiencing its privation and indignity. Each day members of our more than 4,500 conferences throughout the United States assist people with rent and utility payments to prevent eviction.  The Society operates over 50 shelter and housing programs from coast to coast providing shelter and services to families and single persons who would be homeless without this assistance.

We applaud you for your support for full funding of the Section 8 Voucher Program to help our low-income neighbors to stabilize their housing and their lives.

Thank you for your attention and your anticipated cooperation.  If you would like to find out more about the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and our work to serve the poor we have a website at www.svdpusa.org.

Sincerely,

Eugene B. Smith



Roger T. Playwin

National President



National Executive Director






