November 10, 2003

Dear Senator  (personalized):

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is a Catholic, lay organization having more than 100,000 active, associate, and contributing members in virtually every area of the United States.

We operate food pantries, meal programs, housing facilities, free pharmacies and other programs throughout the country.  Our members served nearly 14,000,000 people last year, making over 550,000 visits to those we serve in their homes in addition to visits with people in hospitals, daycare facilities and other institutions.  We see the faces of poverty every day.

Among those with whom we have contact are the nation’s immigrants.  Our members are troubled by the situations in which many of these people find themselves as a result this country’s immigration policies.  We see frightened people who are trying to make a better life for themselves and their families.  In many cases immigrants become separated from their families and are jailed awaiting hearings.  

There are presently two bills pending in Congress that the Society asks you to support.  They both deal with the effects of immigration policies on children. Neither seems to have a down side but each will go a long way toward reducing the pain being suffered by children.

One is the DREAM ACT, Senate Bill 1545.  There is no apparent reason why aliens who have been in this country for at least five years and who were under the age of sixteen when first entering the United States and who meet the education requirements of the Act should not be eligible to have their status changed to be lawfully admitted for permanent residence.

The second is the UNACCOMPANIED ALIEN CHILD PROTECTION ACT, Senate Bill 1129.  A nation as great as ours should not allow children to be incarcerated with criminal offenders.  There is no reason not to direct that the care of these children should be in the care of the Office of Refuge Resettlement or the Directorate of Boarder and Transportation Security.

Your support of these Bills is urged.

Sincerely,

Eugene B. Smith



Roger T. Playwin

National President



National Executive Director










