The Voice of the Poor
An abbreviated Guide for Vincentian’s of the Evansville Diocese
In the Manual of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul as well as in the Evansville Council’s Mission Statement, the following statement is included as being one of the activities of the Society’s members:
“…..  The Society is concerned not only with relieving need but also with redressing the situations that cause it”.
The “Voice of the Poor” is the grass roots network with which Vincentians respond to the promise and call in the Society’s Mission.

There are two aspects of Social action:

Direct Service: Providing direct help to those in need; (home visits, food pantries, etc.)
Social Change: Working to change or removing the causes of poverty and injustice. This more than not, involves legislation, ordinances and other forms of public policies.
The Voice of the Poor addresses Social Change affecting the poor based on the principles and values of Catholic Social Teaching.

What is my role in the VOP?
Periodically, there are issues and legislation that either threaten or could help the welfare of the most needy and poor. Such issues can originate at the federal, state or local level. The Voice of the Poor was organized for Vincentians to respond to such issues and which call for us to represent the principles and values of Catholic Social doctrine as they could impact the lives of all those whom we serve. 

The issues are communicated to us as a “Call to Action” by either the National Committee for National issues, State issues by the appointed state representative and local issues but the Council Voice of the Poor chair; generally to the Conference Presidents and to all Vincentians who have volunteered to receive such information by e-mail. 
A “Call to Action” generally includes an explanation of the issues and what the potential impact could be should the legislation be passed. Suggestions for comments and answers are usually added to assist in the response to the legislators. 

Communications come in two ways:

1. An issue is being communicated while still under discussion and before any action is taken in either a legislative committee or any other group. These issues would be communicated to the Conference Presidents. The Conference President is then to discuss the issues with the Conference members who then take the appropriate action as individual citizens. (Note below under “Rules that must be followed”)
2. Although potential legislation is monitored very closely, often times a “Call to Action” comes with little or no notice. That is due to Congress deciding to take up an issue that may have been lingering in Committees for some time without any action. Suddenly it appears on the calendar of either the House of Representatives or the Senate for discussion and possible vote. In these instances, a “Call to Action” is issued by e-mail to all Vincentians who have volunteered to receive such calls by e-mail with the request to call or e-mail your respective representative at your earliest possible convenience.
It is recommended that on any written communication to your representatives, the local office of the respective legislator be copied. 

Rules that must be followed
We never speak on behalf of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul unless specifically authorized to do so. For National and State issues, the National President of St. Vincent de Paul is the sole spokesperson; for local issues, the President of the respective Diocesan/Archdiocesan Council is the spokesperson. In communications with the legislators, always act as individuals, not as members of St. Vincent de Paul. Apart from this being the policy of the Society, it is more effective to speak as a constituent of the legislator than as a member of an organization. 
We may never campaign for any candidate as members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. (Federal law prohibits 501(c)3 organizations from doing so). We can, however, campaign for any candidate as individual citizens.
When we call, write, e-mail or visit legislators, we visit as individuals unless organized by the respective Diocesan Council. Individual visits are often more effective than as representatives of an organization whose position the legislator may already be aware of. 

Who are my legislators:

U.S. Senators:

Sen. Richard G. Lugar (Republican)
Washington DC Address:
Sen. Richard G. Lugar



306 Hart Building




Washington DC, 20510
Tel. 202-224-4814





E-Mail: senator_lugar@lugar.senate.gov
Evansville Office:



101 NW Martin Luther King Boulevard



Room 122



Evansville, Indiana 47708




Telephone: 812-465-6313



Sen. Evan Bayh (Republican)
Washington DC Address:



Sen. Evan Bayh



463 Russell Building



Washington DC, 20510



Tel. 202-224-5623



To reach Senator Bayh by e-mail:



Go to his website




http://bahy.senate.gov
Click on contact and you will be 

connected with his e-mail.




Evansville Office



Sen. Evan Bayh



Winfield K. Denton Federal Building

Suite 110



Evansville, Indiana 47708




Telephone: 812-465-6500
For the addresses of your respective representatives for the House of Representatives and State Senator go to the website: www.indiana.gov/legislator/ and click on “Legislators”; follow the directions and you can find not only your State Senator and Representative but Agencies and services.  Surfing the indiana.gov website can find you a lot of information.
Your Council Voice of the Poor Chair is:




Michael S. Morris



E-Mail: MediatorMike@msn.com
To avoid inundating Vincentians with information and other publications, only “Calls to Action” will be distributed unless a Vicentian specifically asks to receive all the voluminous information that is generated in and out of Washington DC. 

The Voice of the Poor has its own website: www.voiceofthepoor.org where current information and activities are listed. 
