
7.6  Facing the structures of sin 
Where injustice, inequality, poverty or exclusion are due to 
unjust economic, political or social structures or to inadequate 
or unjust legislation, the Society should speak out clearly 
against the situation, always with charity, with the aim of  
contributing to and demanding improvements. 

 

7.7  Striving to change attitudes 
Vincentians oppose discrimination of all kinds and work to 
change the attitudes of those who view the weak or those who 
are different with prejudice, fear or scorn, attitudes which 
gravely wound the dignity of others. 
 

The Society strives, with charity, to foster new attitudes of  
respect and empathy for the weak, so that all are able to  
understand, recognize and defend the right of each person to be 
responsible for his or her own life.  The Society promotes  
understanding, cooperation and mutual love among people of 
different cultures, religions, ethnic origins and social groups, 
and so contributes to the peace and unity of all peoples. 

 

7.8  Political independence of the Society 
The Society does not identify with any political party and  
always adopts a nonviolent approach. 
 

It is good that some members follow and fully participate in 
their political vocation in such a way that they bring Christian 
values to political matters.  Those members who hold political 
offices will be asked, always with charity, not to hold any  
mission of representation in the Society during their term of 
political office. 

 

7.9  Working with communities 
The Society should work not only with individuals in need but 
also with families and communities.  It can help an excluded or 
deprived local community to develop a sense of responsibility 
and solidarity which leads it to improve its economic, social or 
environmental well-being, always retaining the personal  
contact of members with those who suffer. 
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1. THE ORIGINS OF THE SOCIETY & SERVICE  
      TO THE POOR 
 

1.1 Origins 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is a worldwide  
Christian community; founded in Paris in 1833, by a 
group of young Catholic lay people and an older person, 
who joined together to create the first Conference.  The 
Society wishes to remember them all with gratitude as 
they set an example of dedication to the poor and to the 
Church.  From Le Taillandier, who received the first in-
spiration, to Blessed Frederic Ozanam, Paul Lamache, 
François Lallier, Jules Deveaux, Félix Clavé, all of them 
knew, in their humility, how to seek the wise advice and 
support of the one who would become the first President 
General of the flourishing Society, Emmanuel Bailly. 
 

The Holy Spirit was undoubtedly present in all of them at 
the founding of the Society, fostering the charism of each 
one.  Among them, Blessed Frederic Ozanam was a  
radiant source of inspiration. 
 

The Society has been Catholic from its origins. It remains 
an international Catholic voluntary organization of lay 
people, men and women. 

 



1.2 The Vincentian Vocation 
The vocation of the Society’s members, who are called,  
Vincentians, is to follow Christ through service to those in 
need and so bear witness to His compassionate and liberating 
love.  Members show their commitment through  
person-to-person contact.  Vincentians serve in hope. 

 

1.3  Any form of personal help… 
No work of charity is foreign to the Society.  It includes any 
form of help that alleviates suffering or deprivation and  
promotes human dignity and personal integrity in all their 
dimensions. 

 

1.4 Adaptation to a Changing World 
Faithful to the spirit of its founders, the Society constantly 
strives for renewal, adapting to changing world conditions.  
It seeks to be ever aware of the changes that occur in human 
society and the new types of poverty that may be identified 
or anticipated.  It gives priority to the poorest of the poor and 
to those who are most rejected by society. 

 

8.8 Promotion of self-sufficiency 
Vincentians endeavor to help the poor to help themselves 
whenever possible, and to be aware that they can forge and 
change their own destinies and that of their local community. 
 

2. VINCENTIAN SPIRITUALITY AND VOCATION 
 

2.4 The Spirituality of Blessed Frederic Ozanam 
The spirituality of one of its founders inspires Vincentians 
profoundly.  The Blessed Frederic Ozanam: 
• Sought to renew faith, among all people in Christ and in 

the civilizing effect of the teachings of the Church 
through all time. 

• Envisioned the establishment of a network of charity and 
social justice encircling the world. 

• Attained holiness as a layman through living the Gospel 
fully in all aspects of his life. 

• Had a passion for truth, democracy and education. 
 

7.  RELATIONSHIP WITH CIVIL SOCIETY –              
 WORK FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

7.1  The Society gives immediate help but also seeks  
mid-term and long-term solutions. 

The Society is concerned not only with alleviating need 
but also with identifying the unjust structures that cause it.  
It is, therefore, committed to identifying the root causes of 
poverty and to contributing to their elimination.  In all its 
charitable actions there should be a search for justice; in 
its struggle for justice, the Society must keep in mind the 
demands of charity. 

 

7.2  A vision of the civilization of love 
Affirming the dignity of each human being as created in 
God’s image and Jesus’ particular identification with 
those who are excluded by society, Vincentians envision a 
more just society in which the rights, responsibilities and 
development of all people are promoted. 
 

As citizens of one world, Vincentians listen to the voice of 
the Church which demands their participation in creating a 
more equitable and compassionate social order, promoting 
the culture of life and the civilization of love.  In this way, 
the Society shares the Church’s mission to evangelise the 
world through visible witness, in both actions and words. 

 

7.3 Vision of the future 
The Society’s vision goes beyond the immediate future, 
looking towards sustainable development and protection 
of the environment for the benefit of future generations. 

 

7.4  The practical Vincentian approach to social justice 
The distinctive approach of Vincentians to issues of social 
justice is to see them from the perspective of those we 
visit who suffer from injustice. 

 

7.5  A voice for the voiceless 
The Society helps the poor and disadvantaged speak for 
themselves.  When they cannot, the Society must speak on 
behalf of those who are ignored. 

 


