November 13, 2003

Dear Congressman (personalized),

I am writing to you as the National President of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.   With over 100,000 volunteers working directly with the poor, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is the largest Catholic lay organization in the United States.

 
We in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul urge you to make final passage of the child tax credit for working poor families the highest priority.  Simple justice demands that the 6.5 million largely minority working families omitted from the original legislation be added effective this year.  

President Bush has stated that the child tax credit will stimulate the economy. Child tax credit checks of  $400 per child received by poor working families with annual incomes less than $26,600 will most certainly be spent upon receipt.  These funds will be used for such items as shoes, clothing and school supplies.  We know this because these are the items most requested by struggling families every fall from Society of St. Vincent de Paul members.

We pray that you will act, without further delay, to extend the child tax credit to working poor families. As our legislators, we call on you, as a matter of justice, to help these families provide for their basic needs.  

Sincerely,

Eugene B. Smith


Roger T. Playwin

National President 


National Executive Director










