April 4, 2006

VOP Report from Western Region

There are 16 currently on the Western Region VOP e-network from Lucy Howell (including Father Pedro and Deborah Payne) I received the following responses to my e-mail requesting an update on activities:

Seattle Diocesan Council VOP – Jim Bloss 

Structure:  5 diocesan council members plus network of approximately 20; possibly reach 200 or so with e-mail.

Issues:  affordable housing, homelessness, health care, just wage, immigration

Collaboration:  Catholic Advocacy Network which includes WA State Catholic Conference (WSCC), International Peace and Justice Center, Catholic Community Services.  Statewide groups re homelessness – Sky Valley Homeless Task Force, Snohomish County Homeless Task Force

State/local officials/Congress:  Outreach to City and County councils, State officials and Congressional delegation

Across WA State:  Trying to coordinate with Yakima (currently no diocesan council) and Spokane.  Participation in Catholic Advocacy Day.  Working to inject more spirituality in VOP effort!

How national VOP could help us:  CapWiz system as used by NETWORK and JusticeforImmigrants.

Position papers:  Improve on what we have since housing, healthcare and just wage are the biggest concerns of the poor

Western Region:  How about putting together a committee?  Jim has volunteered to assist.

Portland Diocesan Council – Maureen Sloan

Structure: In process of putting together a VOP committee in next month or so.  

Collaboration:  Archdiocesan Office of Peace and Justice and local NETWORK activitist

Issues:  Have acted on letters from Joe Flannigan and Archbishop on immigration.

Elected officials:  Will accompany Office of Peace and Justice rep to meeting with Congressional delegation.

How national could help:  What are national issues VOP supports? (Referred to website and legislative agenda)

Any advice on data collection from clients? Have put together a survey but not sure how much can be collected.

Would like to see national information in format used by Network and others showing easy path for e-mail response. Find information with links only not as helpful.

Western Region: Keep communicating.

Eugene, OR – Don Lamb

Don has indicated that payday loans and predatory loan practices are an issue for them. E-mail on payday loans as subject of OR Special Session received 4/17/06.

Bend , OR – Tim Conlon 

Tim indicated they are getting organized and following VOP issues.

Billings, MT (Harry Merchant)

Structure:  In process of reviving VOP.  Dormant for two years after chair took a new job.

Issues:  Immigration – have made contact with two senators from MT

Homelessness – working with a local committee to create “10 Year Plan to End Homelessness” sponsored by governor’s office.

National VOP:  Biggest help in doing homework re bills and issues related to the poor. Many are interested and wish to speak out but do not have time to do the research.

