H.R. 1704, the Second Chance Act

August 1, 2005
LEGISLATION: The House Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security will hold a hearing in September on H.R. 1704, the Second Chance Act of 2005.  The new bi-partisan legislation proposes to address some of the many issues facing the nearly 650,000 people released from jails and prisons nationwide each year.  
On April 29, 2005, Bishop DiMarzio, Chairman of the Domestic Policy Committee, joined Rev. Larry Snyder, President of Catholic Charities USA, in a letter asking every member of the House for their support of the Second Chance Act. “As a Church, we actively support the community’s right to establish and enforce laws that protect people and advance the common good. However, our faith teaches us that both victims and offenders are children of God so we call for justice not vengeance. Justice, therefore, demands that punishment must have two clear purposes: protecting society and rehabilitating those who violate the laws.” 

WHAT THE SECOND CHANCE ACT WILL DO: The Second Chance Act will help to reduce recidivism rates by using common sense solutions, such as: 

· Providing grants to states and local governments to develop or adopt procedures to ensure that dangerous felons are not released from prison prematurely.

· Providing grants to nonprofit organizations for mentoring adult offenders or providing transitional services for re-integration into the community. 

· Creating a federal interagency taskforce to identify programs and resources on re-entry, and ways to better collaborate; develop interagency initiatives and a national re-entry research agenda; review and report to Congress on the federal barriers that exist to successful re-entry with recommendations.

· Establishing a national resource center for states, local governments, service providers, faith-based organizations, and corrections and community organizations to collect and disseminate best practices and provide training and support around reentry. 
· Providing grants to states and local governments that may be used to expand family-based treatment centers that offer comprehensive treatment services for parents and their children as a complete family unit.
HOW YOU CAN HELP: During the month of August, please write or call your Representatives, if they are on the House Judiciary Committee, and ask him/her to support H.R. 1704, the Second Chance Act. Tell them that their support is needed to pass the legislation so that we can begin to help men and women successfully return home from prisons and jails and become productive members of society. Call the Capitol switchboard, (202) 224-3121.

USCCB Position: As Christians, we actively support the community’s right to establish and enforce laws that protect our fellow citizens and advance the common good.  However, our faith teaches us that both victims and offenders have a God given dignity that calls for justice not vengeance. As the Bishops stated in their 2000 pastoral statement, Responsibility, Rehabilitation, and Restoration: A Catholic Perspective on Crime and Criminal Justice: 
Just as God never abandons us, so too we must be in covenant with one another.  We are all sinners, and our response to sin and failure should not be abandonment and despair, but rather justice, contrition, reparation, and return or re-integration of all into the community.
For more information, please contact Andrew Rivas at 202-541-3190; (fax) 202-541-3339; arivas@usccb.org, in the Department of Social Development and World Peace.
