Voice of the Poor

Status of bills being followed for SVdP at Arizona’s 47th Legislature:

The following  have beem approved by the Diocesan Board for support by Voice of the Poor:

HB 2246 – Partial removal of KidCap* – Would restore monthly benefits of $71 to family-capped children being raised by non-custodial caretakers.  Passed  House Human Services on 2/3/05.  To be scheduled for Appropriations.  The estimated cost of covering the 750 children in this category is $50,000 per month.  The cost will be made by savings to DES as TANF (cash assistance) caseloads drop.  No fiscal impact as written.

Arizona is one of 13 states to include “family cap” sometimes known as “kidcap” in its welfare legislation adopted at the time of federal welfare reform in 1996.  The cap penalizes children who are born while the mother is receiving cash assistance by denying them $71 per month.

HB 2547 – Continues Joint Legislative Committee on Homelessness until 2010.  Passed by House Human Services on 2/10/05.   To be scheduled for Appropriations. No fiscal impact as written.

HB 2537/SB 1351 – Payday loan bills – These bills add some consumer protection to payday loans – referred to as “deferred  presentment”.   Changes to current legislation include: (1) Requires verbal disclosure of fees to telephone inquiries. (2) Notices regarding services and fees must be posted in English and Spanish. (3) Face amount borrowed cannot exceed $500. (4) One deferred presentment loan must be closed for 72 hours before another one is opened. (5) Licensee must post notice indicating that only one deferred presentment loan at a time is allowed. Customer must sign a statement acknowledging this restriction. (6)Maximum interest  allowed  for actual loan in initial transaction is 10 per cent (from 15 per cent). (7) Presentment may be extended only one time (from three).(8) If lending to a member of the military, wages cannot be garnished.  Collection activity cannot be processed while member of military is deployed.  Commanding officer or member of chair of command cannot be contacted in effort to collect presentment. Introduced by Senators Hellon, Giffords and Reps Burton Cahill, Mitchell, Hershberger and McClure.

These bills have not yet been assigned to a committee.

HB 2279 – Emergency utility assistance.  Bill (passed by House Human Services on 2/17) would eliminate $1 million cap on fund composed of uncollected utility deposits, raise eligibility from 125% to 150% of federal poverty level and raise amount of assistance annually allowed per case from $900 to $1200.  Fund to continue to be administered by DES through local CAP offices and Community Action Agencies. No fiscal impact.  To be scheduled in Appropriations.   This fund is composed of unclaimed consumer dollars put up as utility deposits.  AZ was first state to organize this type of assistance 10-12 years ago with the cooperation of utility providers dedicated to aiding indigent families experiencing a utility crisis.  Funds can be used for bills, appliance repairs and replacement. Introduced by Rep. Mason.

Opposed by the Diocesan Board on 2/16/05:

HB2264 – Requires that undocumented students admitted  to the State university system pay out-of -state tuition.

Bill would make a college education an impossibility for young people brought into this country illegally by  their parents. (Out of state tuition is an average of $10,000 more than in-state tuition). Bill is opposed by the Arizona Catholic Conference representing the Dioceses of Phoenix, Tucson and Gallup. National SVdP supports the Dream Act which would grant permanent status to undocumented students who have lived in this country for 5 years and were brought into the U.S. at age 16 or younger.  This act would grant permanent legal status to these students, allowing them to qualify for in-state tuition and apply for federal student aid.

Next VOP meeting:  Thursday, March 17 at 3 p.m. in Vincentian Support Services.  Lucy Howell, Chair:  Howishome@aol.com.  

