                                             Seattle Archdiocesan Council

                                     Voice of the Poor Steering Group Meeting

                                                          Nov. 12, 2005

                                                              AGENDA

1. Catholic Advocacy Day in Olympia – Thursday, Feb. 23, 2006; WSCC would like to see a large turnout, including lots of Vincentians/VOP folks.

2. WSCC Advocacy Workshops; in Tukwilla and Seattle (some of us attended, passed out VOP flyers and said a few “come join us” words re VOP).

3. The Seattle and Snohomish District Councils have contributed funding/$$ toward initial/startup support for the Seattle Archdiocesan VOP effort; Ellen P. will also be asking Tacoma for a contribution.

4. The 2006 Catholic Social Ministry Gathering (the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ sponsored event in Wash., D.C.) is scheduled for Feb. 12-15, 2006 – our SVdeP National President has again encouraged SVdeP folks to attend, particularly those involved in VOP activities.

5. Catholic Advocacy Network meeting (recently, Nov. 8th):

(a) WSCC website in design/should be complete soon

(b) Choice of WSCC advocacy tool (VoterVoice or CapWiz) will depend on website design, tool cost, applicability to WSCC, others advocacy needs.

(c) WSCC Priorities for 2006 include death penalty, payday loans, living wage, among others.

6. Visit/chat w/Rep. Mark Miloscia (WSCC’s “go to” guy in Olympia); Catholic, social and human services oriented, esp. living wage, health care and affordable housing/homelessness (he’s the House Chair of the Housing Committee); discussed “what we/SVdeP/VOP could do for him so he could “do” for us” – he said, (1) end the Catholic issue division, (2) engage our Catholic leadership and (3) definitely do VOP – he says Catholics need to be energized to become involved, advocate, spread the gospel of Catholic social values, etc.

7. Develop a Seattle Archdiocesan Council/SVdeP/VOP Legislative Agenda for 2006 (for all of WA. State would be better) – Rep. Miloscia and Matt Muckler/WSCC were shown a copy of what Phoenix Diocesan Council is using; they both said they would help us/VOP develop something similar for us.  Once developed we could set it up on our Seattle Archdiocesan Council/VOP sub-website and certainly use it in publicizing Council positions to all our WA. State and Federal legislators.

8. Seattle Archdiocesan Council VOP steering group “retreat”; still a good idea but suggest waiting until Joseph’s return.   Date?  Subjects?  Goal(s)?, etc.

