LETTERS USED BY VINCENTIANS IN BELLEVILLE, ILLINOIS

TO SPEAK AS A VOICE OF THE POOR

VINCENTIANS SPEAK ABOUT ENERGY INCREASE CONCERNS
Gov. Rod Blagojevich

Governor’s Office

205 State House

Springfield, IL  62206

(217) 782-6830

Dear Governor Blagojevich,

As a concerned voter in the State of Illinois, I am writing with great urgency to express my serious concern about Ameren’s recent 40% utility increase. This energy hike is being felt by everyone but is causing extreme hardship for the low-income, disabled, and elderly. It is causing a very negative ripple effect; the poor who are struggling now with utility payments are being pushed into deeper poverty, those who have been barely able to pay their bills are finding themselves in a position of not having enough money to meet all their expenses, and those who have been able to share discretionary income with the poor are having to use it to cover their own utility bills.

The poor and low-income are struggling and suffering in Illinois and across the nation. I feel very strongly that this extreme increase in utility charges is having a dramatic impact for countless families, especially in our own region of St. Clair County. At a time when utility profits and executive salaries are at an all time high, we have a moral obligation to examine the social impact of such action by Ameren and the issue of social justice in our society.

Thank you for considering this urgent request.

Very Sincerely,

-------------------------------------------
Rep. Thomas Holbrook

9200 West Main, Suite 4

Belleville, IL     62223

 (618) 875-1691

Dear Rep. Holbrook,

As a concerned voter in the State of Illinois, I am writing with great urgency to express my serious concern about Ameren’s recent 40% utility increase. This energy hike is being felt by everyone but is causing extreme hardship for the low-income, disabled, and elderly. It is causing a very negative ripple effect; the poor who are struggling now with utility payments are being pushed into deeper poverty, those who have been barely able to pay their bills are finding themselves in a position of not having enough money to meet all their expenses, and those who have been able to share discretionary income with the poor are having to use it to cover their own utility bills.

The poor and low-income are struggling and suffering in Illinois and across the nation. I feel very strongly that this extreme increase in utility charges is having a dramatic impact for countless families, especially in our own region of St. Clair County. At a time when utility profits and executive salaries are at an all time high, we have a moral obligation to examine the social impact of such action by Ameren and the issue of social justice in our society.

Very Sincerely,

VINCENTIANS CALL FOR INCREASING THE BUDGET FOR TANF

Gov. Rod Blagojevich

Governor’s Office

205 State House

Springfield, IL  62206

(217) 782-6830

Dear Governor Blagojevich,

As an active member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and a concerned voter in the State of Illinois, I am writing with great urgency to ask that you increase the budget for the Temporary Assistance For Needy Families (TANF) program to benefit more families. I am also asking you to consider increasing by 15% the cash benefit for TANF families.

The poor and low-income are struggling and suffering in Illinois and across the nation. I feel very strongly that we must make the necessary changes to social policies to combat poverty and social injustice.

Thank you for considering this request.

Very Sincerely,

-----------------------------------------
Senator James Clayborne, Jr.

327 Missouri Ave. #422

East St. Louis, IL     62201

 (618) 875-1212

Dear Senator Clayborne,

As an active member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and a concerned voter in the State of Illinois, I have written Governor Rod Blagojevich to ask that he vote to increase the budget for the Temporary Assistance For Needy Families (TANF) program to benefit more families and to increase by 15% the cash benefit for TANF families. I am asking you to please support this initiative.

The poor and low-income are struggling and suffering in Illinois and across the nation. I feel very strongly that we must make the necessary changes to social policies to combat poverty and social injustice.

Thank you for considering this request.

Very Sincerely,

VINCENTIANS ASK FOR RE-AUTHORIZATION OF S-CHIP
Senator Richard J. Durbin

332 Dirkson Office Building

Washington, DC    20510

(202) 224-2152

(618) 998- 8812

Dear Senator Durbin,

As a concerned voter in the State of Illinois, it is with great urgency that I am writing to ask that you move to re-authorize the S-CHIP (State Children’s Health Insurance Program), which helps fund insurance programs in Illinois including All Kids, as soon as possible.

The poor and low-income are struggling and suffering in Illinois and across the nation. I feel very strongly that we must make the necessary changes to social policies to combat poverty and social injustice.

Thank you for considering this request.

Very Sincerely,

