Dear Snohomish District Council Vincentians,

                This letter is just a brief “heads up”, letting you know about some upcoming opportunities during which you can practice your Catholic Faithful Citizenship and participate in local community activities which support our Vincentian Voice of the Poor goals and objectives:

· Workgroups supporting the implementation of Snohomish County’s 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness have ongoing meetings and activities happening throughout each month; this is a real opportunity to be a part of doing something about encouraging affordable housing and helping to end homelessness in our community.

· The Point-in-Time (PIT) Count will be taking place on Jan. 25th; this is the one day (point-in-time) count of all the homeless in our community; this event is “very” important as this count is mandated by the Dept. of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) which communities then report results and are then considered for federal monies to help those communities with projects related to ending homelessness.   This is a one day event, taking only a few hours of a person’s time.

· Housing Advocacy Day in Washington State is happening on Feb. 1st.   On this day people from all over Washington will jump on buses or carpool to Olympia and lobby their state legislators re affordable housing and homelessness issues.   This is a one-day event, with the potential for an incredible amount of good forthcoming for the effort.  If you’ve never visited your legislator(s), it’s an incredibly empowering thing!   You realize that you “can” make a difference.

· Catholic Advocacy Day is coming up on Feb.22nd; another opportunity to visit with your legislators in Olympia and to discuss issues important to Catholics, overall;  and “another” opportunity for Vincentians to chat w/their legislators about our SVdeP Council “big 3” issues of affordable housing/homelessness, health care and fair wage.

If you have interest in “any” of the above opportunities for Catholic Faithful Citizenship and Vincentian Voice of the Poor involvement, contact Jim Bloss, our Snohomish District Council Voice of the Poor Chair.   NOTE: most of these activities are happening “soon” so act “now” to become involved and help make a difference in your community (and your state!).
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