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VOP Recommendation on November Ballot Measures

Tuesday, November 7 is Election Day

The following initiatives are supported by the SVdP Diocesan Board.  Please SUPPORT these measures.  The diocesan board believes they will benefit the people who turn to the Society for assistance.

Prop 202 – Arizona Minimum Wage Amendment - Amends the Arizona Constitution, Article 18, to set a minimum wage of $5.95 per hour, effective July 1, 2007, to be raised to $6.75 per hour on July 1, 2008 and to be adjusted for inflation each year.  Raises the minimum wage of "tipped employees", and provides enforcement of the minimum wage.   
 The combined earning of two full-time workers earning the current minimum wage in Arizona ($5.15 per hour) is still below the federal poverty level and inadequate for the basic needs of food, shelter, transportation and healthcare
PROP 203 - First Things First for Arizona’s Children – Increases funding for early childhood development and health programs.   All Arizonans benefit from voluntary early childhood education.  Children start school ready to succeed.  North Carolina’s program has lowered dropout rates, reduced crime and cut the cost of social services.  Local councils who know their communities’ needs would distribute the majority of the funding, with oversight by a statewide board subject to audits and other accountability measures.  Dedicated funding would come from an increased tax on tobacco products.       Forty per cent of funding will go to children at or below the federal poverty level.  

Vincentians helped collect signatures to qualify this initiative for the ballot. The Diocesan Board and 27 other groups support this initiative in the 2006 Arizona Voter Guide.

The following proposition is opposed by the SVdP Diocesan Board. Please VOTE AGAINST this measure.

PROP 300: Public Programs; Citizens - Prohibits Department of Education from 

providing adult education classes to undocumented immigrants. Prohibits undocumented 

immigrants from being classified as in-state students or from receiving tuition waivers, grants,

scholarship assistance, financial aid, or tuition assistance paid in whole or in part with state funds.  
As the national spokesman for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Joseph Flannigan has joined the U.S. Catholic Conference of Bishops and Catholic Charities, USA in support of The Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act passed by the U.S. Senate.  A provision of this act provides for in-state tuition and a pathway to legalization upon graduation for qualified undocumented students who have lived in the U.S. for several years. Proposition 300 prohibits in-state tuition status for undocumented Arizona students, effectively closing the door on future increased earning capability.

VOP will next meet on Wednesday, October 18 at 3:30 p.m. in the Vincentian Support Conference Room.  Meetings are open to all who are interested. For information, call Lucy Howell (602) 695-1604. 

