Sample communication to VOP re Annual Catholic Social Ministry Gathering










January 5, 2007

This coming week I plan to send out the initial “Request to Meet” letters to members of the Arizona congressional delegation for the afternoon on Feb. 13.  The goal is to make the appointments beginning on the Senate side and moving across the Mall in order to the various House buildings!  Hopefully this will cut down on walking time and allow more of us to attend a number of meetings.  We will divide up between Kyl and McCain as in the past.  Obviously if you are a constituent, you should attend the meeting with that Congressman although we are top heavy on Shadegg!

These letters are followed up with phone calls as we get into Feb.  I will be asked to give issues in advance when speaking to staff.  From the SVdP perspective, for Arizona, the issues are (these issues are also part of the national SVdP legislative agenda as well as SVdP AZ legislative agenda):

1. SCHIP funding (healthcare for children between 100-200% of FPL who do not have coverage – program is underfunded.

2. Section 8 vouchers – Arizona is woefully underserved compared to older eastern cities.  This is last federal affordable housing program.

3. Immigration – Need reform not just the wall!
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Of course we know we will be given packets from the USCCB to deliver and speak to in our meetings.  

