The Honorable Jeff Flake

306 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515









March 8, 2007

Dear Congressman Flake, 

We want to thank Lydia Morgan for meeting with representatives of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and Catholic Charities on February 13.   The opportunity to present issues from the perspective of those involved in direct service to Arizona’s poor was deeply appreciated. We asked for your support for: 

· A fair share of the federal programs that help low income Arizonans to be sustainable:  LIHEAP, Section 8, CBDG and Head Start.

· McKinney Vento and SELHA legislation to keep homeless off the streets and work toward their return to the community.

· Reauthorization of S-CHIP with funding adequate to cover all eligible children.

· Comprehensive immigration reform with a careful look at the plight of undocumented children raised in the U.S now required to pay out-of-state tuition at Arizona’s colleges and universities.

Thank you also for the opportunity to present the positions of the U.S. Catholic Conference of Bishops in four key areas:  Iraq and the Middle East, the Farm Bill, immigration and HIV/AIDS in Africa.  A packet from the bishops on these topics was given to Mr. Small.

We appreciate the complexities of the budgetary pressures at the federal level.  However, as a faith-based organization, we urge you to put the poor and vulnerable at home and abroad first when you represent us in Congress.






Sincerely,

Lucy M. Howell






Society of St. Vincent de Paul






Diocesan Board, Voice of the Poor






Email:____________  Ph_______________

It would be our pleasure to arrange a tour for you and your staff of the St. Vincent de Paul Center on Watkins Road as well as the Human Services Campus in Phoenix.  Please contact me at (602) 695-1604 to make arrangements at your convenience. 

