July 24, 2006

The Honorable___________
 _____Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

RE:
Pending Congressional Legislation to End Homelessness

Dear Senator _____:

I am writing to you on behalf of the 120,000 members nationwide of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and those we serve regarding the need for “housing first” which includes supportive services to address chronic homelessness.  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is the source of last resort for emergency assistance in many communities across this land.   We serve the homeless in shelters and dining rooms, on the street, and through homeless help desks operated by the Society.  Because of the Society’s mission, the plight of the homeless is all too familiar to us.

Please support two important pieces of legislation and help to prop up efforts by local and state government and community, faith-based and non-profit organizations to end homelessness.  

1. Increase funding for McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants for affordable housing for FY 2007 by $209 million for a total of $1.536 billion.   

2. Support the Services to End Long-term Homelessness Act (SELHA), which provides $55 million in FY 2006 to fund supportive housing through the Department of Health and Human Services (S 709 and HR 1471).  SELHA would authorize funding for a flexible array of services in permanent supportive housing, focused on helping people move toward recovery and self-sufficiency. 

There is no simple solution to homelessness.  Moving to self sufficiency requires step-by-step professional assistance and ongoing support.  Through SELHA services could be provided including mental health, substance abuse, health education and referral, self-sufficiency, and case management along with special consideration for geographic diversity, including rural areas; funding multi-year, renewable grants based on performance criteria, including the outcome of ending long-term homelessness; and require a match to leverage partnerships with states and local governments and links to mainstream systems.

Your support is needed.  To date, there are 92 House sponsors and 16 Senate sponsors of SELHA.  Please add your name to the list of sponsors in support of this important legislation and support the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants.  

Sincerely, 

Joseph Flannigan

President, National Council of the United States

Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Inc.
