URGENT ACTION ALERT:
OPPOSE CUTS TO FOOD STAMP, CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

October 4, 2005
BACKGROUND:  The House and Senate Agriculture Committees must find savings of $3 billion in programs under their jurisdiction.  The savings are likely to be achieved by cuts in the Food Stamp program, in agricultural conservation programs, and in farm support programs.  The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has well-established policy in all three areas, calling for:
· Support for and adequate funding for food assistance programs, such as food stamps, to ensure that no one in America goes hungry or suffers malnutrition;

· Protecting God’s creation as an important component of agricultural policy by promoting agriculture conservation; and, 

· Support for subsidies and other forms of support that help small and moderate-sized farms, but also, especially in a time of limited government resources, support for limiting federal farm payments and targeting them to those who need them the most, to save money and help family farms, both here and abroad, be more competitive in a volatile market.

Attached is a background paper with more information on USCCB policy in these three areas.

ACTION REQUESTED:  The Senate Agriculture Committee will meet to make decisions about where to cut to save $3 billion on Thursday, October 6.   If your Senator is on the Agriculture Committee, call and urge him or her to:

· Oppose cuts to the Food Stamp program

· Oppose cuts to agriculture conservation programs

· Support proposals to limit federal farm payment programs, while continuing to assist small and moderate-sized farms
Find your Senators’ local phone numbers in the blue pages of your phone directory, or call their Washington offices through the Capitol Switchboard, 202-224-3121.
Senate Agriculture Committee:    Saxby Chambliss (GA), Chair; Richard Lugar (IN); Thad Cochran (MS); Mitch McConnell (KY); Pat Roberts (KS); Jim Talent (MO); Craig Thomas (WY); Rick Santorum (PA); Norm Coleman (MN); Mike Crapo (ID); Charles E. Grassley (IA); Tom Harkin (IA); Patrick J. Leahy (VT); Kent Conrad (ND); Max Baucus (MT); Blanche Lincoln (AR); Debbie Stabenow (MI); Ben Nelson (NE); Mark Dayton (MN); Ken Salazar (CO).

USCCB POSITION:  In For I Was Hungry and You Gave Me Food [2003], the bishops reiterated that a primary goal of food and agricultural policy should be providing basic food and nutrition for all.  In Food Policy in a Hungry World [1989] the bishops called for strengthening the domestic food assistance programs to ensure that no one in America goes hungry or suffers malnutrition.  "When the economy fails to provide the jobs and income necessary to prevent hunger and malnutrition, the various local, state, and national food assistance programs must be funded and expanded to provide food to all in need." 
For more information, contact Kathy Curran, 202-541-3188, kcurran@usccb.org
