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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Joins Campaign to Cut Poverty
Catholic Charities Campaign Urges Government Officials to Give Priority to the Poor              

ST. LOUIS, MO — The Society of St. Vincent de Paul has joined a new multi-year initiative lead by Catholic Charities USA to cut poverty in half by 2020. The campaign will urge Congress and the Administration to give a much higher priority to the needs of the poor in budget and policy decisions.  

“Our special mission is to help the poor,” said Joe Flannigan, National President of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, in announcing the collaboration with Catholic Charities USA. “We help them by providing food, clothing, and shelter, and by enabling them to provide those necessities for themselves. We also help by trying to remove the obstacles that stand in their way, the things that make it difficult for them to get by.”
The goal of Campaign to Reduce Poverty in America is to cut the poverty rate in the United States in half by 2020. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul joins Catholic Charities USA and its other partners in a sustained effort to convince government officials to make systemic changes in programs to help the poor. 

The Society’s 100,000+ U.S. members donated more than five million hours of their personal time in 2006, aiding more than 17 million of their neighbors in distress and offering services valued at more than $400 million.

“For any need you can imagine, chances are that dedicated Vincentians of all ages and backgrounds are working hard, right now, to meet it,” said Roger Playwin, the Society’s national executive director.
“Through the Catholic Charities USA’s Campaign to Reduce Poverty in America, we will encourage our members of Congress and elected state government representatives to improve programs and policies in four key issue areas: health care, affordable housing, nutrition assistance, and economic security for the poor and vulnerable,” said Flannigan.
The largest lay Catholic organization in the world, operating in 135 countries, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is best known for its thrift stores and food pantries, and for the personal visits of its members to the homes of the poor and needy. Established in France in 1833 by a college student named Frederic Ozanam, the Society began its existence in the United States 12 years later, in 1845, in St. Louis.
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