The Honorable Neil Abercrombie
1502 Longworth HOB
Washington,, DC  20515-1101
Dear Rep. Abercrombie,

As National President of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul representing 116,000 members across the United States in 4,000 parishes, I urge you to:

1.  Support the Affordable Housing Fund in the GSE legislation (HR 1461), but without restricting an organization's right to engage in voter registration. 

2.  Oppose any language that restricts voter registration and freedom of affiliation by non-profit and public organizations when using their own funds.
3.  Tell House Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-IL) and Financial Service Chairman Mike Oxley (R-OH) to reject these restrictions and bring the bill to the floor for a vote without this language.
Members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul pray at each meeting “that families and those who have no home may quickly find a place in which they can live a decent and happy life.”  I ask that you help us to continue to make this a reality.  

It is our belief that it is the right of every American to vote.  Access to the privilege to register to vote should not be conditioned upon where people live or what their financial condition is.  Nonprofit organizations, such as the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, work tirelessly to serve the poor.  It is irresponsible to hold organizations hostage by this restrictive measure that impinges on the rights of poor Americans and upon those who seek to help give a face and a voice to the many that are voiceless.  We see from the recent tragedies in the south that there are many poor and today many more homeless who need shelter.  Adding such limitations on those who are trying so hard to help is wrong.

The Society has been serving the poor in America for over 150 years.  Our members live in communities across the country.  They regularly visit and serve individuals and families with no homes, families on the verge of homelessness, and families who live in hazardous and substandard conditions.  We see what they are going through.  Many Councils of the Society provide shelter and housing for the poor.  The poor need a voice just as much as Americans who have the financial ability to afford their own homes.  They, too, should be allowed the privilege to register to vote regardless of where they live, and nonprofits should not be penalized for providing them an opportunity to do so.

Sincerely,
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Joseph Flannigan

National President

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
