URGENT ACTION NEEDED

TO PROTECT FOOD STAMPS, MEDICAID, 

PROGRAMS FOR THE POOR

October 14, 2005
When Congress returns to Washington next week, many Congressional committees will take up legislation to cut spending, targeting at least Medicaid and Food Stamps, and quite possibly other vital forms of assistance like the Earned Income Tax Credit, TANF, or child welfare services. Cuts are also likely in important agriculture conservation programs.  In addition, Congress is starting to talk about across-the-board cuts that could affect other programs serving the poor and vulnerable.  Work on these cuts will begin next week and continue for several weeks. 
For More Information, please see the attached alerts that were sent out recently.  (Please note that the Senate Agriculture Committee meeting scheduled for October 6th was postponed and will likely happen the week of October 17th.)
ACTION REQUESTED
Call your Senators and Representatives to express your concerns about cuts to services for the poor and vulnerable.  A toll-free number will be available on October 17th and 18th:  1-800-426-8073.  But calls, emails and faxes should continue throughout the month.  (For days other than October 17 and 18, call the Capitol switchboard, 1-202-3121, and ask to be connected to your Senator or Representative.  Their phone numbers and addresses can also be found on their websites, accessible through www.senate.gov or www.house.gov.  Some members include their fax numbers, as well.)
Please deliver the following message to Congress:
· Oppose proposed budget cuts:

· In the Food Stamp program, which would result in lowering or cutting assistance topeople who receive, and rely on, food stamps.
· In Medicaid funding, which could result in people who rely on Medicaid losing needed health care.
· In agriculture conservation programs.
· In the Earned Income Tax Credit and TANF.
· Oppose across the board cuts and the impact they will have on all of these programs, as well as housing assistance and others programs that provide vital services to needy Americans.
