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April 11, 2008

· Prior to 1997, the only identification card given to inmates upon release was a Department of Corrections (DOC)-issued identification card with the word “inmate” on it. (see attachment)
· From 1997 through 2001, Montana Correctional Enterprises (MCE) assisted inmates in obtaining state of Montana Identification cards, if requested by the inmate. 

· In 2001, DOC began providing released inmates with an identification card (ID) without the word inmate printed on the top of the card. (see attachment) 
· DOC and the Department of Justice (DOJ) reached agreement that the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) would use this ID card as a primary form of identification to be used in obtaining a free Montana ID card upon release (MCA 61-12-504(1)).
· DOC understood that a released inmate needed only this DOC ID card to obtain a state of Montana ID card, since DOC had all the forms of identification needed to prove the identity of the individual, per ARM 23.3.131.

· DMV requested another primary or secondary form of identification, along with a proof or residence in order for released inmates to obtain an state ID card.
· Some DMV locations provide free ID cards, others do not.

· The DOC-issued ID card carried the stigma of having been an inmate for the offender going to a DMV office to obtain a state ID card.
· In September 2007, Montana Correctional Enterprises (MCE) added an employee specifically assigned to work with inmates, prior to release, to get the documentation needed for them to begin transition, specifically a:

· Social Security cards

· birth certificates

· Class D driver’s license

· Montana ID card
· In March 2008, a DMV staffer came to the facility and took pictures for the first group of Montana ID cards and for driver’s licenses.
· DMV is scheduled to return to the facility one day a month to complete the state of Montana driver’s license and ID card process by taking these pictures.
· MCE is currently working with DOJ to simplify the process that is currently being used by:
· Allowing MCE’s driver’s license coordinator to become an authorized agent for the Department of Justice, per MCA 61-12-503, which would authorize her to issue state of Montana ID cards. The coordinator is required to be:
· Certified through DMV to administer the written and practical driver’s tests.

· Certified as a Criminal Justice Information Network (CJIN) operator
· Providing computer and photography equipment, to enable MCE to produce the state of Montana ID cards on site. DOC will purchase the equipment.

· Internally, DOC is working on modifying the records system to identify inmates who are within one year of release to ensure that they have in hand a valid state of Montana ID card when released.

