November, 2008

Dear Editor,

Fear and frustration permeate  society as our elected officials and economic leaders negotiate solutions to our complex financial crisis.

Lost jobs and the possibility of increasing job losses  place many people in jeopardy of not being able to afford their mortgages, rents, health insurance and other basic necessities.

These conditions, now affecting the middle class, are situations that the poor have already endured. It is unfortunate that in trying to solve America’s economic dilemma that some have pitted one group against another. It is time to recognize that the financial crisis in America won’t be solved if entire segments of society cannot afford such basic items as food, housing, fuel, and medical care.

What can we do? As Christians, we can first pray- for the gifts of wisdom and discernment for those with the power to make decisions. We can pray for courage, for ourselves and for those who suffer from fear. And we can pray for the compassion to take positive steps to alleviate the pain of those who suffer most.

We can bring food to our parish food pantries. We can call, write or e-mail our public officials and ask them to put first things first in setting their budget priorities. In making budget cuts, necessities for all must precede luxuries for some. And finally, we should seek out and contribute to those charitable organizations whose financial dealings are transparent and whose history and expertise in working with and for those in need are documented, efficient, ethical, and effective.

The blueprint to be followed has long been set. “Whenever you did it for the least of your brothers, you did it for me.” If we see the face of Christ in the faces of the poor, the path we must follow will become clear.

Sincerely,

Joan Delaney, Chairperson

Voice of the Poor Committee

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

