[image: image1.png]Fellow Vincentians, April 22,2010

There is widespread belief in our nation that the immigration laws need serious reform. Millions
of undocumented immigrants, many of them driven by poverty in their native lands to seek work
in the United States, live in a shadowy no man’s land. A substantial number of these immigrants
have married other undocumented immigrants or United States citizens and have become parents
of children who by virtue of birth in the United States are now fellow citizens. Undocumented
youths who were carried into this country by a parent or other adult have uncertain and severely

limited futures.

Late night raids on the homes of undocumented immigrants and daylight wholesale job site
arrests followed by prompt deportation of large numbers of workers with spouses and children
still in the United States are troubling to all. The human pain is manifest. Although not always
agreeing on specifics, national labor unions and businesses have called for changes in the law
believing that the economic interests of all would be best served by immigration reform.

The Catholic bishops have called for immigration reform guided by five fundamental principles:
1) Persons have the right to find opportunities in their homeland
2) Persons have the right to migrate to support themselves and their families
3) Sovereign nations have a right to control their borders
4) Refugees and asylum seekers should be afforded protection
5) The human rights and dignity of the undocumented migrants should be respected

Vincentians have long lived the summons of Christ particularly to clothe the naked, give drink to
the thirsty and feed the hungry. With that summons came as well the call to welcome the
stranger with the assurance that in such service we are serving Christ Himself. (Matt. 25:35) In
the face of the undocumented immigrant, often impoverished, frequently exploited, and always
fearful of deportation, we see the face of Christ.

Please write Senators Kohl and Feingold and your congressional representative at the below
addresses to tell them of your concerns. Urge them to enact immigration reform now which
supports family unification, adopts humane enforcement policies, requires registration of
undocumented immigrants, and provides a pathway to citizenship.

Sincerely,

Michael Stratton, Chair
St. Vincent de Paul Voices of the Poor Committee
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